WRIGLEYS

____ SOLICITORS____
New Asbestos rules came into force on 21 May 2004
The Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations 2002 have created a new legal duty to manage asbestos in non-domestic premises.

Asbestos is no longer used as a building material, but the Health & Safety Executive report that up to 500,000 buildings in the UK are likely to contain asbestos materials.  Asbestos is the biggest occupational health killer in the UK.  The objective of the Regulations is to protect all people who could be exposed to asbestos (for example employees, maintenance workers, builders and tenants).  

What buildings are affected?
All non-domestic buildings are affected, whatever type of business is carried out in them.  The Regulations also cover the common areas of domestic premises, including halls, stair wells, lift shafts and roof spaces.
Who is responsible?
The Regulations apply to all persons who control, manage, own, occupy, or have responsibility for maintaining and repairing all or part of a property – the “Dutyholder” under the Regulations.

The Dutyholder may well be the owner, landlord, tenant or a managing agent depending on the circumstances.

Duty Requirements
Dutyholders are obliged to:

· Find out if their building contains asbestos, and what condition the asbestos is in (an asbestos survey);

· Assess the risk; and

· Make a plan to manage the risk.

Failure of a dutyholder to comply with the Regulations is a criminal offence.

The Health & Safety Executive have published compliance support information which can be obtained from http://www.hse.gov.uk/campaigns/asbestos/index.htm.
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